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Timely News*
Toward the end of the 19th century scien-
tists began attempts to grow and observe cells
and tissues in culture systems. The first success-
ful animal tissue culture experiment was in 1907.
Skin cell and organ culture has proven difficult
and the relative failure of dermatologic research
to develop reliable and reproducible biological
systems has hampered attempts to answer many
critical questions.
Thus, the establishment of a center, spon-
sored by the Tissue Culture Association, but
open to all qualified investigators interested in
applying the methods of cell or organ culture to
solve problems in basic science should be of
prime interest to tbe dermatologic research com-
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munity. The center will be located in Lake Placid,
New York and is being constructed through the
generosity of Mrs. Nettie Marie Jones, widow
of W. Alton Jones, and the W. Alton Jones
Foundation. The center's primary purpose will
be to offer intensive training courses which
will provide opportunities for investigators to
gain bench experience in areas where they need
greater competence. Various levels of training
for technologists through postdoctorates will
be available.
Plans have been made for a resident staff
which will include a Director (Dr. Donald
Merchant, presently at the University of Michi-
gan), several professional associates and a li-
brarian (a complete library of references per-
taining to cell culture will be part of the center).
Completion and opening is scheduled for the
summer of 1970.
